Second Session of the Pan-Arctic Regional Climate Outlook
Forum (PARCOF-2), virtual forum, October 2018
Consensus Statement for the Arctic Winter 2018-2019 Season Outlook
Climate change in the Arctic is affecting the entire Earth system. Indigenous Peoples and
communities, Northerners, industry and wildlife are experiencing significant and direct
impacts. For example, temperature increases have led to significant reductions of sea ice,
thawing permafrost and coastal erosion. To meet Arctic adaptation and decision-making
needs, substantial progress has been made towards the establishment of an Arctic Regional
Climate Centre Network (ArcRCC-Network). The ArcRCC-Network is based on the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) RCC concept with active contributions from all the Arctic
Council member countries. The Pan-Arctic Regional Climate Outlook Forum (PARCOF) is a
flagship activity of the ArcRCC-Network, following the well-known Regional Climate Outlook
Forum (RCOF) concept supported by WMO and its partners around the world.
The virtual PARCOF-2 meeting was held online on October 30, 2018, with representatives
and scientists from most of the Arctic Council Member States. Representatives from Arctic
Indigenous groups, Permanent Participants of the Arctic Council and shipping companies,
who attended the first PARCOF in Ottawa, May 2018, also participated. This consensus
statement includes a seasonal summary and forecast verification of the 2018 summer
season, and outlook for the first half of the 2018/2019 winter season. The statement was
adopted by the participants at the end of the PARCOF-2 meeting.

Summary
The temperature and precipitation outlooks cover the period November 2018 to January
2019 and to March 2019 for sea-ice. Overall the Winter 2018-19 outlook shows a
significantly warmer climate than normal with implications for precipitation and sea ice.
Temperature: The June to August 2018 average surface air temperature anomalies were
above average for most of the Arctic domain, with the exception of parts of the Canadian
Arctic and central Greenland, which experienced colder than normal temperatures. Above
normal temperatures are expected over the Arctic in winter 2018/19.
Precipitation: Precipitation between June and August 2018 was slightly below average
over the Arctic region. For November 2018 to January 2019 we expect above normal
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